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What is SPDP?  No-cost, distance learning education for software engineers and developers.
AFIT’s SPDP has provided quality education to DoD personnel for over a decade.   This program—once a training requirement for software engineering officers within the communications-computer systems career field—continues to help organizations combat poor quality, late, and over-budget software.  As Air Force systems increasingly rely on more complex software, the need for timely software engineering education has increased.  SPDP provides this education--Free Of Charge--to all DoD employees.  

We believe our courses are the most cost-effective, DoD-relevant means to provide just-in-time

software engineering training to our civilian, enlisted, and officer communities.
Who Benefits?  Officers, civilians, and enlisted personnel take advantage of SPDP.
Many students have found SPDP very useful.  This spectrum includes:

· Junior and senior enlisted personnel

· Civilian programmers and project managers

· Officers, from 2Lt through Lt Col

· Reservists and National Guard members
· Military personnel from the US and NATO allies
· Personnel from other federal agencies, such as the Treasury Dept and NASA

· Contractors supporting DoD software development and maintenance

· Software developers and acquisition professionals

How Can It Be Free?  You can take advantage of this program at no cost to your organization.
The acquisition professional development program (APDP) funds these courses.  This allows us to offer our courses and textbooks, free-of-charge, to all DoD employees.  Compare the relative costs of SPDP to some other available educational options:  

	
	State University (Typical In-State Rates)
	Learning Tree® or Similar Course
	AFIT SPDP

	Single Software Engineering Course
	$444 Tuition

$  70 Textbook

$    0 Travel

$519
	$2645 Tuition

(travel extra)
	$0 Tuition

$0 Textbook

$0 Travel

$0

	Entire Sequence of 10 Software Engineering Courses
	(5 semester-long courses)

$2220 Tuition

$  350 Textbooks

$2570
	$19,450 Tuition

(travel extra)
	$0 Tuition

$0 Textbook

$0 Travel

$0


Courses  Our distance learning format means you can get this education without leaving your base.
Our courses have transformed to better meet the needs of our expeditionary Air Force.  
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	Short.  No course is more than 4 weeks long.  Upcoming TDYs, deployments, and busy schedules won’t hinder you from getting the education you need!
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	Accessible.  Web streaming, net-conferencing, CDs, and live on-site instruction formats allow you to take the courses when you need them—where you need them.
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	Flexible.  No pre-requisites, students can take the courses à la carte or as a cohesive program.  Nothing will keep you from getting the schooling you need – now!


We offer 3- and 4-week courses specializing in these topics: 
	Software Project Management
	Requirements Elicitation & Analysis
	Object-Oriented Analysis & Design

	Software Systems Engineering
	Design & Architectures
	UML & System Modeling

	CMMI & Lifecycle Models
	Implementation & Maintenance
	Verification, Validation & Testing


We also conduct a three-week, in-residence, capstone course, conducted at AFIT’s campus on Wright-Patterson AFB, OH.  This lab-based course affords students the opportunity to practice some or all of the principles they have learned in the SPDP.  Aside from this optional capstone, all courses are delivered to you via modern delivery modes.

How Beneficial Is SPDP?  SPDP students and graduates consistently praise this program.
Our feedback & end-of-course surveys consistently tell us our courses are relevant, convenient, effective:

“I have completed four courses so far... the information from these courses can only strengthen skills and help with my job.” 
“The most beneficial aspect is the flexibility.  This is critical, with TDY and other mission requirements that arise.”

“I've really enjoyed this program... I've learnt why some of my projects have failed, and how to do it right next time.”

“The SPDP format meets military mission requirements better than any I have ever seen.  Please keep it up!! ”
We end our capstone course with a discussion with our students about the strengths and weaknesses of SPDP.  By far, the most common feedback we get is that more software developers in the USAF should be taking advantage of this training.
How Do I Get Started?  Visit our website ( http://ls.afit.edu/spdp )
There are several ways to get more information:

	(
	In Person.  Talk with one of the faculty at STC.

	(
	On-line.  Check out the SPDP website for course and schedule information and applications, 
or send an email to spdp@afit.edu.

	(
	By Phone.  Speak directly with our administrative wizard, Ms. Candace Barker, at 
DSN 785-7777 or (937) 255-7777, ext. 3319.


Project Management ( Software Lifecycles ( Requirements and Design ( Implementation

Legacy System Maintenance ( Object-Oriented Systems ( Verification Validation & Testing
http://ls.afit.edu/spdp 4/16/03

